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At The William Henry Smith School & Sixth Form our music curriculum intends to inspire creativity, self-expression and
encourage our students on their musical journeys as well as giving them opportunities to connect with others. We
encourage our students to participate in a range of musical experiences to develop their selfesteem, confidence and
musical appreciation. Our students learn the skills of listening and appraisal, performing and understanding within music.
These skills allow our students to gain a wide understanding of what the music curriculum entails whilst also developing an
appreciation for various genres, composers and musical styles.

Our students will develop the ability to perform and compose simple music with understanding and improvise using voice
and percussion instruments. Our students will develop the ability to listen and appraise music, including knowledge of
musical history, our diverse musical heritage and awareness of musical traditions in a variety of cultures. Our students will
develop the ability to express ideas and feelings through various aspects of music and as a language for emotional and
aesthetic expression. Our students will develop a sensitive response to sound and the ability to listen perceptively. They
will develop their recognition of the elements of music and develop their language to describe these. Our curriculum is
centered around music experience drop down days where our students can experience, listen to and appraise a range of
music genres from around the world. Students can also take part in individual music tuition sessions such as drumming or
guitar lessons. 

Our student experience and engagement with music will be captured through Evidence for learning.  Students will have
the opportunities to gain AQA unit awards linked to their experiences in music. Some students will gain units relating to
music in OCR Life and Living Skills. Students who take part in individual tuition sessions have the opportunity to perform
at whole school events. 


